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PREFACE

0:0.1 While my purpose and motives in
writing and compiling this little volume
are quite clearly and completely
expressed in the text, I wish here to
emphasize that while I am desirous of
doing my full duty as an American citizen
in this trying time of our national
existence, I bear no ill feeling and
entertain no prejudices against either the
German people or any system of teaching
or culture—just because it is German.

0:0.2 I have endeavored, in bringing
the matter in this little work together, to
be broad-minded, and I have no motive in
my heart other than to be fair and just. In
my study of the spectacle of a highly
civilized nation suddenly becoming war-
mad and unbelievably atrocious, I dis-
covered what appeared to me to be the
explanation or explanations of this
unusual phenomenon; and I have, in this
little work, tried to tell the story just as it
has unfolded itself to my mind.

[?]

0:0.3 In connection with numerous
public addresses, I have found that this
presentation of the subject seemed to be a
great help to hundreds and thousands of
my fellow-citizens, and I came to the
conclusion that it was my duty to prepare
the address for publication. In doing so, I
have no other thought than that it shall
help my fellow-Americans better to
understand the present conflict and,
therefore, better to do their duty as
American citizens in this trying hour. 
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I hope the American people can fight this
war from principle, with patriotic
determination, and without engendering
that lamentable race hatred and love of
bloodshed and rejoicing in the suffering
of one’s enemies which so unfortunately
characterizes our strong and wicked foe.
If my efforts can contribute something to
these objects, I shall be gladdened and
gratified.

[!]

0:0.4 In preparing this little volume I
have consulted many writings and
authorities, too numerous to cite either
here or in the text, but I am especially
indebted to such works as Men of the Old
Stone Age, by Henry Fairfield Osborn;
The Passing of the Great Race, by
Madison Grant; Gems of German
Thought, by William Archer; Out of Their
Own Mouths, by William Roscoe
Thayer1; not to mention numerous
magazine articles, newspapers, and the
current literature of the day. While credit
is given in the text for direct quotations, I
felt this special acknowledgment was due
to the above-mentioned authorities for the
great help they have afforded me in
formulating the ideas of this work and in
reaching the conclusions herein
expressed.

0:0.5 My sincere desire—my most
earnest hope—is that a perusal of this
volume will promote intelligent
patriotism, and, after all, it is the element
of intelligent understanding that makes
patriotism the more determined,
persistent, and all-consuming.
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1. William Roscoe Thayer wrote the Introduction to the book; the editor and compiler was Munroe Smith, LL.D.

I am particularly anxious that those who
may chance to read this little book will do
all in their power to put it in the hands of
our boys at the front, that they may better
know why America is in the war and why
they have been called upon to risk their
lives in defense of American homes and
democratic institutions.

Jan. 1, 1918.

WILLIAM S. SADLER, M.D.
32 N. State Street, Chicago
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