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P A P E R  9 3  —
M A C H I V E N T A
MELCHIZEDEK

[The Melchizedeks are ... indeed the

versatile and volunteer emergency ministers

to all orders of universe intelligences and to all

the worlds and systems of worlds. On Edentia,

your constellation headquarters, they are

known as emergency Sons (35:4.4).]
93:0.1 The Melchizedeks are widely

known as emergency Sons, for they
engage in an amazing range of activities
on the worlds of a local universe. 

[While the Melchizedek orders are chiefly

devoted to the vast educational system and

experiential training regime of the local

universe, they also function in unique

assignments and in unusual circumstances. In

an evolving universe eventually embracing

approximately ten million inhabited worlds,

many things out of the ordinary are destined

to happen, and it is in such emergencies that

the Melchizedeks act.

When any extraordinary problem arises,
or when something unusual is to be
attempted, it is quite often a Melchizedek
who accepts the assignment.

They are always ready to serve in all

exigencies—physical, intellectual, or spirit-

ual—whether on a planet, in a system, in a

constellation, or in the universe (35:4.2).]

The ability of the Melchizedek Sons to
function in emergencies and on widely
divergent levels of the universe, even on
the physical level of personality mani-
festation, is peculiar to their order. 

[See 65:1.1.] Only the Life Carriers share to any degree
this metamorphic range of personality
function.

93:0.2 The Melchizedek order of
universe sonship has been exceedingly
active on Urantia. 

[See 65:4.9.] A corps of twelve served in conjunction
with the Life Carriers. 
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[See 67:6.5.] A later corps of twelve became receivers
for your world shortly after the Caligastia
secession and continued in authority until
the time of Adam and Eve. 

[See 75:5.8.] These twelve Melchizedeks returned to
Urantia upon the default of Adam and
Eve, 

and they continued thereafter as planetary
receivers on down to the day when Jesus
of Nazareth, as the Son of Man, became
the titular Planetary Prince of Urantia.

1 .  T H E MACHIVENTA
INCARNATION

[The Melchizedek who lived on Urantia

during the time of Abraham was locally

known as Prince of Salem because he presided

over a small colony of truth seekers residing at

a place called Salem. He volunteered to

incarnate in the likeness of mortal flesh and

did so with the approval of the Melchizedek

receivers of the planet, who feared that the

light of life would become extinguished

during that period of increasing spiritual

darkness (35:4.5).]

93:1.1 Revealed truth was threatened
with extinction during the millenniums
which followed the miscarriage of the
Adamic mission on Urantia. 

Though making progress intellectually,
the human races were slowly losing
ground spiritually. About 3000 B.C. the
concept of God had grown very hazy in
the minds of men.

93:1.2 The twelve Melchizedek
receivers knew of Michael’s impending
bestowal on their planet, but they did not
know how soon it would occur; therefore
they convened in solemn council and
petitioned the Most Highs of Edentia that
some provision be made for maintaining
the light of truth on Urantia.
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This plea was dismissed with the mandate
that “the conduct of affairs on 606 of
Satania is fully in the hands of the
Melchizedek custodians.” The receivers
then appealed to the Father Melchizedek
for help but only received word that they
should continue to uphold truth in the
manner of their own election “until the
arrival of a bestowal Son,” who “would
rescue the planetary titles from forfeiture
and uncertainty.”

93:1.3 And it was in consequence of
having been thrown so completely on
their own resources that Machiventa
Melchizedek, one of the twelve planetary

receivers, volunteered to do that which
had been done

[Seven times in Nebadon has a Melchizedek

served on an evolutionary world in the

similitude of mortal flesh ... (35:4.4).]

only six times in all the history of
Nebadon: to personalize on earth as a
temporary man of the realm, to bestow
himself as an emergency Son of world
ministry.

Permission was granted for this adventure
by the Salvington authorities, and the
actual incarnation of Machiventa Melchi-
zedek was consummated near what was to
become the city of Salem, in Palestine.
The entire transaction of the material-
ization of this Melchizedek Son was
completed by the planetary receivers with
the co-operation of the Life Carriers,
certain of the Master Physical Control-
lers, and other celestial personalities
resident on Urantia.
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2. THE SAGE OF SALEM

[Note: The Ussher Chronology (a 17th-century
chronology of the history of the world, formulated
by Irish archbishop James Ussher and based on a
literal reading of the Bible) assigns Abraham’s
birth to 1996 B.C. and his leaving Haran for
Canaan to 1921 B.C.]

93:2.1 It was 1,973 years before the
birth of Jesus that Machiventa was
bestowed upon the human races of
Urantia. 

His coming was unspectacular; his
materialization was not witnessed by
human eyes. He was first observed by
mortal man on that eventful day when he
entered the tent of Amdon, a Chaldean
herder of Sumerian extraction. And the
proclamation of his mission was
embodied in the simple statement which
he made to this shepherd, “I am Mel-
chizedek, priest of El Elyon, the Most
High, the one and only God.”

93:2.2 When the herder had recovered
from his astonishment, and after he had
plied this stranger with many questions, 
he asked Melchizedek to sup with him,
and this was the first time in his long
universe career that Machiventa had
partaken of material food, the nourish-
ment which was to sustain him through-
out his ninety-four years of life as a
material being.

93:2.3 And that night, as they talked
out under the stars, Melchizedek began
his mission of the revelation of the truth
of the reality of God when, with a sweep
of his arm, he turned to Amdon, saying,
“El Elyon, the Most High, is the divine
creator of the stars of the firmament and
even of this very earth on which we live,
and he is also the supreme God of
heaven.” 
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93:2.4 Within a few years Melchizedek
had gathered around himself a group of
pupils, disciples, and believers who
formed the nucleus of the later
community of Salem. 

[And Melchizedek king of Salem brought
forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the
most high God (Gen. 14:18).]

He was soon known throughout Palestine
as the priest of El Elyon, the Most High,

and as the sage of Salem. 

Among some of the surrounding tribes he
was often referred to as the sheik, or king,
of Salem.

[(1) Salem is supposed to have occupied in
Abraham’s time the ground on which afterwards
Jebus and then Jerusalem stood ... (“Melchizedek,”
in Smith’s DB, p. 1887).]

Salem was the site which after the
disappearance of Melchizedek became
the city of Jebus, subsequently being
called Jerusalem.

93:2.5 In personal appearance,
Melchizedek resembled the then blended
Nodite and Sumerian peoples, being
almost six feet in height and possessing a
commanding presence. He spoke Chal-
dean and a half dozen other languages.
He dressed much as did the Canaanite
priests except that on his breast he wore
an emblem of three concentric circles, the
Satania symbol of the Paradise Trinity. In
the course of his ministry this insignia of
three concentric circles became regarded
as so sacred by his followers that they
never dared to use it, and it was soon
forgotten with the passing of a few
generations.
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93:2.6 Though Machiventa lived after
the manner of the men of the realm, he
never married, nor could he have left
offspring on earth. His physical body,
while resembling that of the human male,
was in reality on the order of those
especially constructed bodies used by the
one hundred materialized members of
Prince Caligastia’s staff except that it did
not carry the life plasm of any human
race. Nor was there available on Urantia
the tree of life. Had Machiventa remained
for any long period on earth, his physical
mechanism would have gradually deter-
iorated; as it was, he terminated his
bestowal mission in ninety-four years
long before his material body had begun
to disintegrate.

[See 123:2.1.]

93:2.7 This incarnated Melchizedek
received a Thought Adjuster, who indwelt
his superhuman personality as the
monitor of time and the mentor of the
flesh, thus gaining that experience and
practical introduction to Urantian prob-
lems and to the technique of indwelling
an incarnated Son which enabled this
spirit of the Father to function so
valiantly in the human mind of the later
Son of God, Michael, when he appeared
on earth in the likeness of mortal flesh.
And this is the only Thought Adjuster
who ever functioned in two minds on
Urantia, but both minds were divine as
well as human.

93:2.8 During the incarnation in the
flesh, Machiventa was in full contact with
his eleven fellows of the corps of
planetary custodians, but he could not
communicate with other orders of
celestial personalities. Aside from the
Melchizedek receivers, he had no more
contact with superhuman intelligences
than a human being.
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3 .  M E L C H I Z E D E K ’ S
TEACHINGS

93:3.1 With the passing of a decade,
Melchizedek organized his schools at
Salem, patterning them on the olden
system which had been developed by the
early Sethite priests of the second Eden.

[See 93:5.13, below.] Even the idea of a tithing system, which
was introduced by his later convert
Abraham, was also derived from the
lingering traditions of the methods of the
ancient Sethites.

93:3.2 Melchizedek taught the concept
of one God, a universal Deity, but he
allowed the people to associate this
teaching with the Constellation Father of
Norlatiadek, whom he termed El Elyon—
the Most High. Melchizedek remained all
but silent as to the status of Lucifer and
the state of affairs on Jerusem. Lanaforge,
the System Sovereign, had little to do
with Urantia until after the completion of
Michael’s bestowal. To a majority of the
Salem students Edentia was heaven and
the Most High was God.

93:3.3 The symbol of the three
concentric circles, which Melchizedek
adopted as the insignia of his bestowal, a
majority of the people interpreted as
standing for the three kingdoms of men,
angels, and God. And they were allowed
to continue in that belief; very few of his
followers ever knew that these three
circles were emblematic of the infinity,
eternity, and universality of the Paradise
Trinity of divine maintenance and
direction;
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even Abraham rather regarded this
symbol as standing for the three Most
Highs of Edentia, as he had been
instructed that the three Most Highs
functioned as one. 

[See 104:1.3.] To the extent that Melchizedek taught the
Trinity concept symbolized in his
insignia, he usually associated it with the
three Vorondadek rulers of the
constellation of Norlatiadek.

93:3.4 To the rank and file of his
followers he made no effort to present
teaching beyond the fact of the rulership
of the Most Highs of Edentia—Gods of
Urantia. But to some, Melchizedek taught
advanced truth, embracing the conduct
and organization of the local universe,
while to his brilliant disciple Nordan the
Kenite and his band of earnest students he
taught the truths of the superuniverse and
even of Havona.

93:3.5 The members of the family of
Katro, with whom Melchizedek lived for
more than thirty years, knew many of
these higher truths and long perpetuated
them in their family, even to the days of
their illustrious descendant Moses,  

[See 96:4.2.] who thus had a compelling tradition of
the days of Melchizedek handed down to
him on this, his father’s side, as well as
through other sources on his mother’s
side.
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93:3.6 Melchizedek taught his
followers all they had capacity to receive
and assimilate. Even many modern
religious ideas about heaven and earth, of
man, God, and angels, are not far
removed from these teachings of
Melchizedek. But this great teacher
subordinated everything to the doctrine of
one God, a universe Deity, a heavenly
Creator, a divine Father. Emphasis was
placed upon this teaching for the purpose
of appealing to man’s adoration and of
preparing the way for the subsequent
appearance of Michael as the Son of this
same Universal Father.

[See Gal. 4:4.]

93:3.7 Melchizedek taught that at some
future time another Son of God would
come in the flesh as he had come, but that
he would be born of a woman; and that is
why numerous later teachers held that 

[The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent,
Thou art a priest for ever after the order of

Melchizedek (Ps. 110:4).
As he saith also in another place, Thou art a

priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec (Heb.
5:6).]

Jesus was a priest, or minister, “forever
after the order of Melchizedek.”

93:3.8 And thus did Melchizedek
prepare the way and set the monotheistic
stage of world tendency for the bestowal
of an actual Paradise Son of the one God,
whom he so vividly portrayed as the
Father of all, and whom he represented to
Abraham as a God who would accept
man on the simple terms of personal faith.
And Michael, when he appeared on earth,
confirmed all that Melchizedek had
taught concerning the Paradise Father.
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4. THE SALEM RELIGION

93:4.1 The ceremonies of the Salem
worship were very simple. Every person
who signed or marked the clay-tablet rolls
of the Melchizedek church committed to
memory, and subscribed to, the following
belief:

93:4.2 1. I believe in El Elyon, the
Most High God, the only Universal
Father and Creator of all things.

93:4.3 2. I accept the Melchizedek
covenant with the Most High, which
bestows the favor of God on my faith, not
on sacrifices and burnt offerings.

93:4.4 3. I promise to obey the seven
commandments of Melchizedek and to
tell the good news of this covenant with
the Most High to all men.

93:4.5 And that was the whole of the
creed of the Salem colony. But even such
a short and simple declaration of faith
was altogether too much and too
advanced for the men of those days. They
simply could not grasp the idea of getting
divine favor for nothing—by faith. 

[The soul was looked upon as coming into the

world under forfeit—original sin (89:0.1).]

They were too deeply confirmed in the
belief that man was born under forfeit to
the gods. 

  
  

Too long and too earnestly had they
sacrificed and made gifts to the priests to
be able to comprehend the good news that
salvation, divine favor, was a free gift to
all who would believe in the Melchizedek
covenant.

[And he believed in the LORD; and he counted
it to him for righteousness (Gen. 15:6).]

But Abraham did believe halfheartedly,
and even that was “counted for
righteousness.”
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[See 66:7.8-15, 74:7.6.] 93:4.6 The seven commandments
promulgated by Melchizedek were
patterned along the lines of the ancient
Dalamatian supreme law and very much
resembled the seven commands taught in
the first and second Edens. These
commands of the Salem religion were: 

93:4.7 1. You shall not serve any God
but the Most High Creator of heaven and
earth.

93:4.8 2. You shall not doubt that faith
is the only requirement for eternal
salvation.

93:4.9 3. You shall not bear false
witness.

93:4.10 4. You shall not kill.

93:4.11 5. You shall not steal.

93:4.12 6. You shall not commit
adultery.

93:4.13 7. You shall not show dis-
respect for your parents and elders.

93:4.14 While no sacrifices were
permitted within the colony, Melchizedek
well knew how difficult it is to suddenly
uproot long-established customs and
accordingly had wisely offered these
people the substitute of a sacrament of
bread and wine for the older sacrifice of
flesh and blood. 

[And Melchizedek king of Salem brought
forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the
most high God (Gen. 14:18).]

It is of record, “Melchizedek, king of
Salem, brought forth bread and wine.” 
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But even this cautious innovation was not
altogether successful;

XI: RELIGION IN GENERAL (Sumner
& Keller 1421)

§325.* Religion Is Evolutionary. (Sumner &
Keller 1441)

It is a question to what extent primitive
people may actually take on a more
evolved religion; normally the old beliefs
merely persist under a new form. Of the
Araucanians it is reported that Chris-
tianity “has made little headway among
them ... As a proof of this I have seen
sacrifices made during a dry season to
Nguruvilu, the god of rain, by nominal
Christians at less than half a mile distance
from the Quino mission...” (S&K IV
842).

the various tribes all maintained auxiliary
centers on the outskirts of Salem where
they offered sacrifices and burnt
offerings.

[Note: Gen. 15:9-17 relates how God commanded
Abraham to divide a heifer, a she goat and a ram,
and to lay them down alongside a turtledove and a
pigeon. That night, a smoking furnace and a
burning lamp passed between the pieces. These
events took place after the victory over
Chedorlaomer but not in connection with it; they
signified the establishment of God’s covenant with
Abraham.]

Even Abraham resorted to this barbarous
practice after his victory over Chedor-
laomer; he simply did not feel quite at
ease until he had offered a conventional
sacrifice.

And Melchizedek never did succeed in
fully eradicating this proclivity to
sacrifice from the religious practices of
his followers, even of Abraham.

93:4.15 Like Jesus, Melchizedek
attended strictly to the fulfillment of the
mission of his bestowal. He did not
attempt to reform the mores, to change
the habits of the world, nor to promulgate
even advanced sanitary practices or
scientific truths. He came to achieve two
tasks: to keep alive on earth the truth of
the one God and to prepare the way for
the subsequent mortal bestowal of a
Paradise Son of that Universal Father.
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93:4.16 Melchizedek taught elementary
revealed truth at Salem for ninety-four
years, and during this time Abraham
attended the Salem school three different
times. He finally became a convert to the
Salem teachings, becoming one of
Melchizedek’s most brilliant pupils and
chief supporters.

5. THE SELECTION OF
ABRAHAM

93:5.1 Although it may be an error to
speak of “chosen people,” it is not a
mistake to refer to Abraham as a chosen
individual. Melchizedek did lay upon
Abraham the responsibility of keeping
alive the truth of one God as dis-
tinguished from the prevailing belief in
plural deities.

93:5.2 The choice of Palestine as the
site for Machiventa’s activities was in
part predicated upon the desire to
establish contact with some human family
embodying the potentials of leadership.
At the time of the incarnation of
Melchizedek there were many families on
earth just as well prepared to receive the
doctrine of Salem as was that of
Abraham. There were equally endowed
families among the red men, the yellow
men, and the descendants of the Andites
to the west and north. But, again, none of
these localities were so favorably situated
for Michael’s subsequent appearance on
earth as was the eastern shore of the
Mediterranean Sea. 
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The Melchizedek mission in Palestine
and the subsequent appearance of
Michael among the Hebrew people were
in no small measure determined by
geography, by the fact that Palestine was
centrally located with reference to the
then existent trade, travel, and civilization
of the world.

[See Gen. 11:10-25 for Abraham’s biblical gene-
alogy.]

93:5.3 For some time the Melchizedek
receivers had been observing the
ancestors of Abraham, and they con-
fidently expected offspring in a certain
generation who would be characterized
by intelligence, initiative, sagacity, and
sincerity. 

[Now these are the generations of Terah:
Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran
begat Lot (Gen 11:27).]

The children of Terah, the father of
Abraham, in every way met these
expectations. 

It was this possibility of contact with
these versatile children of Terah that had
considerable to do with the appearance of
Machiventa at Salem, rather than in
Egypt, China, India, or among the
northern tribes.

93:5.4 Terah and his whole family
were halfhearted converts to the Salem
religion, which had been preached in
Chaldea; they learned of Melchizedek
through the preaching of Ovid,1 a
Phoenician teacher who proclaimed the
Salem doctrines in Ur.2

[And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the
son of Haran his son’s son, and Sarai his daughter
in law, his son Abram’s wife; and they went forth
with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the
land of Canaan;

They left Ur intending to go directly
through to Salem, 

but Nahor, Abraham’s brother, not having
seen Melchizedek, was lukewarm and
persuaded them to
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and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there (Gen.
11:31).]

tarry at Haran. 

[Compare: Of the [Rabbinical traditions about
Abraham] the most remarkable is the story of his
having destroyed the idols (See Jud. v. 6-8) which
Terah not only worshipped (as declared in Josh.
xxiv. 2), but also manufactured ... (“Abraham,”in
Smith’s DB, p. 13).]  

And it was a long time after they arrived
in Palestine before they were willing to
destroy all of the household gods they had
brought with them; 

[And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus
saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on
the other side of the flood in old time, even Terah,
the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor:
and they served other gods (Jos. 24:2).] they were slow to give up the many gods

of Mesopotamia for the one God of
Salem.

[And the days of Terah were two hundred and
five years: and Terah died in Haran (Gen. 11:32).] 93:5.5 A few weeks after the death of

Abraham’s father, Terah, 

Melchizedek sent one of his students,
Jaram the Hittite, to extend this invitation
to both Abraham and Nahor: 

[Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew
thee:

“Come to Salem,

where you shall hear our teachings of the
truth of the eternal Creator, 

And I will make of thee a great nation, and I
will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou
shalt be a blessing:

And I will bless them that bless thee, and
curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed (Gen. 12:1-3).]

and in the enlightened offspring of you
two brothers shall all the world be
blessed.”

Now Nahor had not wholly accepted the
Melchizedek gospel; 

[See 93:9.4, below.] he remained behind and built up a strong
city-state which bore his name; 
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[So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken
unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was
seventy and five years old when he departed out of
Haran (Gen. 12:4).]

but Lot, Abraham’s nephew, decided to
go with his uncle to Salem.

93:5.6 Upon arriving at Salem, 

[And he removed from [Sichem] unto a
mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his
tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the
east: and there he builded an altar unto the LORD,
and called upon the name of the LORD (Gen.
12:8).]

Abraham and Lot chose a hilly fastness3

near the city 

where they could defend themselves
against the many surprise attacks of
northern raiders. 

At this time the Hittites, Assyrians,
Philistines, and other groups were
constantly raiding the tribes of central
and southern Palestine. From their
stronghold in the hills Abraham and Lot
made frequent pilgrimages to Salem.

93:5.7 Not long after they had
established themselves near Salem,

[And Abram journeyed, going on still toward
the south. 

And there was a famine in the land: and
Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there; for
the famine was grievous in the land (Gen. 12:9-
10).]

Abraham and Lot journeyed to the valley
of the Nile to obtain food supplies as
there was then a drought in Palestine. 

[Compare: The period of his stay in Egypt is
not recorded ... If the dominion of the Hyksos in
Memphis is to be referred to this epoch, as seems
not improbable [EGYPT], then, since they were
akin to the Hebrews, it is not impossible that
Abram may have taken part in their war of
conquest, and so have had another recommendation
to the favor of Pharaoh (“Melchizedek,” in Smith’s
DB, p. 14).]

During his brief sojourn in Egypt
Abraham found a distant relative on the
Egyptian throne, and he served as the
commander of two very successful
military expeditions for this king. 

During the latter part of his sojourn on
the Nile he and his wife, Sarah, lived at
court, and when leaving Egypt, he was
given a share of the spoils of his military
campaigns.
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93:5.8 It required great determination
for Abraham to for[e]go the honors of the
Egyptian court and return to the more
spiritual work sponsored by Machiventa.
But Melchizedek was revered even in
Egypt, and when the full story was laid
before Pharaoh,

[Compare Gen. 12:14-20, where Pharaoh strongly
urges Abraham to leave because the Lord had sent
great plagues to Egypt. These plagues were the
Lord’s reaction to Pharoah’s plan to take Sarah
after Abraham claimed that she was just his sister.]

he strongly urged Abraham to return to
the execution of his vows to the cause of
Salem.

93:5.9 Abraham had kingly ambitions, 

[And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his
wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the
south (Gen. 13:1).]

and on the way back from Egypt

he laid before Lot his plan to subdue all
Canaan and bring its people under the
rule of Salem.

Lot was more bent on business;

[And there was a strife between the herdmen
of Abram’s cattle and the herdmen of Lot’s cattle:
and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in
the land (Gen. 13:7).

so, after a later disagreement,

And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no
strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and
between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be
brethren.

Is not the whole land before thee? separate
thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the
left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou
depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left....

Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan;
and Lot journeyed east: and they separated
themselves the one from the other.

Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot
dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his
tent toward Sodom (Gen. 13:8,9,11,12).]

he went to Sodom to engage in trade and
animal husbandry. 

Lot liked neither a military nor a herder’s
life.

18



             SOURCE OR PARALLEL                                                URANTIA PAPER 93              

93:5.10 Upon returning with his family
to Salem, Abraham began to mature his
military projects. He was soon recognized
as the civil ruler of the Salem territory
and had confederated under his leadership
seven near-by tribes. Indeed, it was with
great difficulty that Melchizedek
restrained Abraham, who was fired with
a zeal to go forth and round up the
neighboring tribes with the sword that
they might thus more quickly be brought
to a knowledge of the Salem truths.

93:5.11 Melchizedek maintained
peaceful relations with all the sur-
rounding tribes; he was not militaristic
and was never attacked by any of the
armies as they moved back and forth. He
was entirely willing that Abraham should
formulate a defensive policy for Salem
such as was subsequently put into effect,
but he would not approve of his pupil’s
ambitious schemes for conquest; so there
occurred a friendly severance of
relationship,

[Then Abram removed his tent, and came and
dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron,
and built there an altar unto the LORD (Gen.
13:18).]

Abraham going over to Hebron to
establish his military capital. 

93:5.12 Abraham, because of his close
connection with the illustrious Melchi-
zedek, possessed great advantage over the
surrounding petty kings; they all revered
Melchizedek and unduly feared Abra-
ham. Abraham knew of this fear and only
awaited an opportune occasion to attack
his neighbors, and this excuse came when
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[And there went out the king of Sodom, and
the king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and
the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same
as Zoar;) and they joined battle with them in the
vale of Siddim;

With Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and
with Tidal king of nations, and Amraphel king of
Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings with
five....

And they took all the goods of Sodom and
Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went their
way.

And they took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son,
who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed
(Gen. 14:8,9,11,12).]

some of these rulers presumed to raid the
property of his nephew Lot, who dwelt in
Sodom.

[And there came one that had escaped, and
told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of
Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother
of Aner: and these were confederate with Abram.

And when Abram heard that his brother was
taken captive,

Upon hearing of this, Abraham, at the
head of his seven confederated tribes,

he armed his trained servants, born in his own
house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued
them unto Dan (Gen. 14:13-14).]

moved on the enemy. 

His own bodyguard of 318 officered the
army, numbering more than 4,000, which
struck at this time.

93:5.13 When Melchizedek heard of
Abraham’s declaration of war, he went
forth to dissuade him but only caught up
with his former disciple as he returned
victorious from the battle. 

[And the king of Sodom went out to meet him
after his return from the slaughter of Chedor-
laomer, and of the kings that were with him, at the
valley of Shaveh, which is the king’s dale.

And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth
bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most
high God. 

And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be
Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven
and earth:

And blessed be the most high God, which hath
delivered thine enemies into thy hand.

Abraham insisted that the God of Salem
had given him victory over his enemies 
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And he gave him tithes of all (Gen. 14:17-20).] and persisted in giving a tenth of his
spoils to the Salem treasury. 

The other ninety per cent he removed to
his capital at Hebron.

93:5.14 After this battle of Siddim,
Abraham became leader of a second
confederation of eleven tribes and not
only paid tithes to Melchizedek but saw
to it that all others in that vicinity did the
same. 

[And the king of Sodom said unto Abram,
Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself.

And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have
lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high
God, the possessor of heaven and earth,

That I will not take from a thread even to a
shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that
is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made
Abram rich: 

Save only that which the young men have
eaten, and the portion of the men which went with
me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their
portion (Gen. 14:21-24).]

His diplomatic dealings with the king of
Sodom, 

together with the fear in which he was so
generally held, resulted in the king of
Sodom and others joining the Hebron
military confederation; Abraham was
really well on the way to establishing a
powerful state in Palestine.
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6 .  M E L C H I Z E D E K ’ S
COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM

[Note: See endnote about Jewish and Christian
theories of who Melchizedek was.]

93:6.1 Abraham envisaged the
conquest of all Canaan. His determination
was only weakened by the fact that
Melchizedek would not sanction the
undertaking. But Abraham had about
decided to embark upon the enterprise
when the thought that he had no son to
succeed him as ruler of this proposed
kingdom began to worry him. He
arranged another conference with Melchi-
zedek; and it was in the course of this
interview that the priest of Salem, the
visible Son4 of God, persuaded Abraham
to abandon his scheme of material
conquest and temporal rule in favor of the
spiritual concept of the kingdom of
heaven.

93:6.2 Melchizedek explained to
Abraham the futility of contending with
the Amorite confederation but made it
equally clear that these backward clans
were certainly committing suicide by
their foolish practices so that 

[But in the fourth generation they shall come
hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not
yet full (Gen. 15:16).]

in a few generations they would be so
weakened that the descendants of
Abraham, meanwhile greatly increased,
could easily overcome them.

93:6.3 And Melchizedek made a formal
covenant with Abraham at Salem. 
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[After these things the word of the LORD came
unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I
am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.

And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou
give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of
my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? 

And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast
given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is
mine heir. 

And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto
him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that
shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be
thine heir.

And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Said he to Abraham: 

Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou
be able to number them: and he said unto him, So
shall thy seed be (Gen. 15:1-5).

“Look now up to the heavens and number
the stars if you are able; so numerous
shall your seed be.” 

[For what saith the scripture? Abraham
believed God, and it was counted unto him for
righteousness (Rom. 4:3).] [See also Gen. 15:6.]

And Abraham believed Melchizedek,
“and it was counted to him for
righteousness.”

And when the sun was going down, a deep
sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great
darkness fell upon him. 

And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety
that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not
theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict
them four hundred years; 

And also that nation, whom they shall serve,
will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with
great substance (Gen. 15:12-14). 

And then Melchizedek told Abraham the
story of the future occupation of Canaan
by his offspring after their sojourn in
Egypt.

[This covenant, like the earlier one with Noah
(Gen. ix. 9-17), is one of free promise from God,
faith only in that promise being required from man
(“Abraham,”in Smith’s DB, p. 14).]

93:6.4 This covenant of Melchizedek
with Abraham represents the great
Urantian agreement between divinity and
humanity whereby God agrees to do
everything; man only agrees to believe
God’s promises and follow his
instructions. 

Heretofore it had been believed that
salvation could be secured only by
works—sacrifices and offerings; now,
Melchizedek again brought to Urantia the
good news that salvation, favor with God,
is to be had by faith.
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But this gospel of simple faith in God was
too advanced; the Semitic tribesmen
subsequently preferred to go back to the
older sacrifices and atonement for sin by
the shedding of blood.

[Note: According to the sequence in Genesis,
Abraham’s first child, Ishmael, was born shortly
after the establishment of the covenant. Isaac was
born fourteen years later. Ishmael’s birth is
recounted in Genesis 16, Isaac’s in Genesis 21. The
author of Paper 93 ignores the existence of
Ishmael.]

93:6.5 It was not long after the
establishment of this covenant that Isaac,
the son of Abraham, was born in
accordance with the promise of Melchi-
zedek. 

After the birth of Isaac, Abraham took a
very solemn attitude toward his covenant
with Melchizedek, going over to Salem to
have it stated in writing. 

[And when Abram was ninety years old and
nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto
him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and
be thou perfect. 

And I will make my covenant between me and
thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.

And Abram fell on his face: and God talked
with him, saying,

As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee,
and thou shalt be a father of many nations.

Neither shall thy name any more be called
Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father
of many nations have I made thee (Gen. 17:1-5).]

It was at this public and formal
acceptance of the covenant that he
changed his name from Abram to
Abraham.

93:6.6 Most of the Salem believers had
practiced circumcision, though it had
never been made obligatory by Melchi-
zedek. Now Abraham had always so
opposed circumcision that on this
occasion he decided to solemnize the
event by 
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[This is my covenant, which ye shall keep,
between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every
man child among you shall be circumcised. 

And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your
foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant
betwixt me and you.... 

And Abraham was ninety years old and nine,
when he was circumcised in the flesh of his
foreskin. 

And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old,
when he was circumcised in the flesh of his
foreskin (Gen. 17:10,11,24,25).]

formally accepting this rite in token of the
ratification of the Salem covenant.

93:6.7 It was following this real and
public surrender of his personal ambitions
in behalf of the larger plans of
Melchizedek that 

[And the LORD appeared unto him in the
plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the
heat of the day;

And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo,
three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he
ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed
himself toward the ground, (Gen. 18:1-2) [Etc.]] 

the three celestial beings appeared to him
on the plains of Mamre.

[See Gen. 18:17 - 19:28.]

This was an appearance of fact,
notwithstanding its association with the
subsequently fabricated narratives rela-
ting to the natural destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrah. 

And these legends of the happenings of
those days indicate how retarded were the
morals and ethics of even so recent a
time.

93:6.8 Upon the consummation of the
solemn covenant, the reconciliation
between Abraham and Melchizedek was
complete. Abraham again assumed the
civil and military leadership of the Salem
colony, which at its height carried over
one hundred thousand regular tithe payers
on the rolls of the Melchizedek bro-
therhood. Abraham greatly improved the
Salem temple and provided new tents for
the entire school. 
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He not only extended the tithing system
but also instituted many improved
methods of conducting the business of the
school, besides contributing greatly to the
better handling of the department of
missionary propaganda. He also did much
to effect improvement of the herds and
the reorganization of the Salem dairying
projects. Abraham was a shrewd and
efficient business man, a wealthy man for
his day; he was not overly pious, but he
was thoroughly sincere, and he did
believe in Machiventa Melchizedek.

7. THE MELCHIZEDEK
MISSIONARIES

93:7.1 Melchizedek continued for some
years to instruct his students and to train
the Salem missionaries, who penetrated to
all the surrounding tribes, especially to
Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Asia Minor.
And as the decades passed, these teachers
journeyed farther and farther from Salem,
carrying with them Machiventa’s gospel
of belief and faith in God.

93:7.2 The descendants of Adamson,
clustered about the shores of the lake of
Van, were willing listeners to the Hittite
teachers of the Salem cult. From this
onetime Andite center, teachers were
dispatched to the remote regions of both
Europe and Asia. Salem missionaries
penetrated all Europe, even to the British
Isles. One group went by way of the
Fa[e]roes to the Andonites of Iceland,
while another traversed China and
reached the Japanese of the eastern
islands.
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The lives and experiences of the men and
women who ventured forth from Salem,
Mesopotamia, and Lake Van to enlighten
the tribes of the Eastern Hemisphere
present a heroic chapter in the annals of
the human race.

93:7.3 But the task was so great and the
tribes were so backward that the results
were vague and indefinite. From one
generation to another the Salem gospel
found lodgment here and there, but except
in Palestine, never was the idea of one
God able to claim the continued
allegiance of a whole tribe or race. Long
before the coming of Jesus the teachings
of the early Salem missionaries had
become generally submerged in the older
and more universal superstitions and
beliefs. The original Melchizedek gospel
had been almost wholly absorbed in the
beliefs in the Great Mother, the Sun, and
other ancient cults.

93:7.4 You who today enjoy the
advantages of the art of printing little
understand how difficult it was to
perpetuate truth during these earlier
times; how easy it was to lose sight of a
new doctrine from one generation to
another. There was always a tendency for
the new doctrine to become absorbed into
the older body of religious teaching and
magical practice. A new revelation is
always contaminated by the older
evolutionary beliefs.
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8 .  D E P A R T U R E  O F
MELCHIZEDEK

93:8.1 It was shortly after the
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah that
Machiventa decided to end his emergency
bestowal on Urantia. Melchizedek’s
decision to terminate his sojourn in the
flesh was influenced by numerous
conditions, chief of which was the
growing tendency of the surrounding
tribes, and even of his immediate
associates, to regard him as a demigod, to
look upon him as a supernatural being,
which indeed he was; but they were
beginning to reverence him unduly and
with a highly superstitious fear. In
addition to these reasons, Melchizedek
wanted to leave the scene of his earthly
activities a sufficient length of time
before Abraham’s death to insure that the
truth of the one and only God would
become strongly established in the minds
of his followers. Accordingly Machiventa
retired one night to his tent at Salem,
having said good night to his human
companions, and when they went to call
him in the morning, he was not there, for
his fellows had taken him. 

9. AFTER MELCHIZEDEK’S
DEPARTURE

93:9.1 It was a great trial for Abraham
when Melchizedek so suddenly
disappeared. Although he had fully
warned his followers that he must
sometime go as he had come, they were
not reconciled to the loss of their
wonderful leader. The great organization
built up at Salem nearly disappeared, 
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though the traditions of these days were
what Moses built upon when he led the
Hebrew slaves out of Egypt.

93:9.2 The loss of Melchizedek pro-
duced a sadness in the heart of Abraham
that he never fully overcame. Hebron he
had abandoned when he gave up the
ambition of building a material kingdom;
and now, upon the loss of his associate in
the building of the spiritual kingdom, he
departed from Salem, 

[And Abraham journeyed from thence toward
the south country, and dwelled between Kadesh
and Shur, and sojourned in Gerar (Gen. 20:1).]

going south to live near his interests at
Gerar.

93:9.3 Abraham became fearful and
timid immediately after the disappearance
of Melchizedek. 

He withheld his identity upon arrival at
Gerar,  

[[contd] And Abraham said of Sarah his wife,
She is my sister: and Abimelech king of Gerar sent,
and took Sarah.

But God came to Abimelech in a dream by
night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but a dead
man, for the woman which thou hast taken; for she
is a man’s wife. 

But Abimelech had not come near her: and he
said, Lord, wilt thou slay also a righteous nation?
(Gen. 20:2-4)]

so that Abimelech appropriated his wife. 

(Shortly after his marriage to Sarah,
Abraham one night had overheard a plot
to murder him in order to get his brilliant
wife. This dread became a terror to the
otherwise brave and daring leader; all his
life he feared that someone would kill
him secretly in order to get Sarah. 

[Note: The Bible narrates only two cases where
Abraham presented Sarah as his sister and not as
his wife: the incident with Pharaoh (Gen. 12:11-13)
and that with Abimelech (Gen. 20:2-1).] 

And this explains why, on three separate
occasions, this brave man exhibited real
cowardice.) 
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93:9.4 But Abraham was not long to be
deterred in his mission as the successor of 
Melchizedek. 

[And it came to pass at that time, that
Abimelech and Phichol the chief captain of his host
spake unto Abraham, saying, God is with thee in all
that thou doest:

Soon he made converts among the
Philistines and of Abimelech’s people, 

Now therefore swear unto me here by God
that thou wilt not deal falsely with me, nor with my
son, nor with my son’s son: but according to the
kindness that I have done unto thee, thou shalt do
unto me, and to the land wherein thou hast
sojourned.

And Abraham said, I will swear....
Thus they made a covenant at Beersheba: then

Abimelech rose up, and Phichol the chief captain
of his host, and they returned into the land of the
Philistines....

And Abraham sojourned in the Philistines’
land many days (Gen. 21:22-24,32,34).]

made a treaty with them, 

and, in turn, became contaminated with
many of their superstitions, 

[Note: Gen. 22:1-14 narrates God’s tempting
Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac.]

particularly with their practice of
sacrificing first-born sons.

 Thus did Abraham again become a great
leader in Palestine. He was held in
reverence by all groups and honored by
all kings. He was the spiritual leader of
all the surrounding tribes, and his
influence continued for some time after
his death.

[Compare: The death of Sarah took place at
Kirjath Arba, i.e. Hebron, so that Abraham must
have returned from Beersheba to his old and more
peaceful home (“Abraham,”in Smith’s DB, p. 15).]

During the closing years of his life he
once more returned to Hebron, the scene
of his earlier activities 

[Contradiction: 93:5.11 says that Abraham moved
to Hebron after his severance with Melchizedek;
93:9.2 says he left Hebron and returned to Salem
after giving up his military ambitions.]

and the place where he had worked in
association with Melchizedek.
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[And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of
his house, that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray
thee, thy hand under my thigh:

And I will make thee swear by the LORD, the
God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou
shalt not take a wife unto my son of the daughters
of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell:

But thou shalt go unto my country, and to my
kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac....

And the servant took ten camels of the camels
of his master and departed; for all the goods of his
master were in his hand: and he arose, and went to
Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor (Gen. 24:2-
4,10).]

Abraham’s last act was to send trusty
servants to the city of his brother, Nahor,
on the border of Mesopotamia, to secure
a woman of his own people as a wife for
his son Isaac. 

[Compare 82:5.4.] It had long been the custom of Abraham’s
people to marry their cousins.

[These all died in faith, not having received
the promises, but having seen them afar off, and
were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on
the earth (Heb. 11:13).]

And Abraham died confident in that faith
in God 

which he had learned from Melchizedek
in the vanished schools of Salem. 

93:9.5 It was hard for the next
generation to comprehend the story of
Melchizedek; within five hundred years
many regarded the whole narrative as a
myth. Isaac held fairly well to the
teachings of his father and nourished the
gospel of the Salem colony, but it was
harder for Jacob to grasp the significance
of these traditions. Joseph was a firm
believer in Melchizedek and was, largely
because of this,

[And when they saw him afar off, even before
he came near unto them, they conspired against
him to slay him. 

And they said one to another, Behold, this
dreamer cometh (Gen. 37:18-19).]

regarded by his brothers as a dreamer. 

Joseph’s honor in Egypt was chiefly due
to the memory of his great-grandfather
Abraham. 
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[Note: The story of Joseph’s becoming ruler
(vizier) of Egypt is told in Gen. 41:33-40.
According to this account, Pharaoh appointed
Joseph ruler because of the latter’s skill in
interpreting Pharaoh’s dreams and his advice to
Pharaoh to store up grain against the famine
warned of in those dreams.]

Joseph was offered military command of
the Egyptian armies, but being such a
firm believer in the traditions of
Melchizedek and the later teachings of
Abraham and Isaac, he elected to serve as
a civil administrator, believing that he
could thus better labor for the
advancement of the kingdom of heaven.

93:9.6 The teaching of Melchizedek
was full and replete, but the records of
these days seemed impossible and
fantastic to the later Hebrew priests,
although many had some understanding
of these transactions, at least up to the
times of the en masse editing of the Old
Testament records in Babylon.

93:9.7 What the Old Testament records
describe as conversations between
Abraham and God were in reality
conferences between Abraham and
Melchizedek. Later scribes regarded the
term Melchizedek as synonymous with
God.

[See Gen. 22:11 and 22:15. Also Gen.
16:7,9,10,11, which have “the angel of the Lord”
speaking to Hagar, the mother of Ishmael.]

The record of so many contacts of
Abraham and Sarah with “the angel of the
Lord” refers to their numerous visits with
Melchizedek.

[!] 93:9.8 The Hebrew narratives of Isaac,
Jacob, and Joseph are far more reliable
than those about Abraham, although they
also contain many diversions from the
facts, alterations made intentionally and
unintentionally at the time of the
compilation of these records by the
Hebrew priests during the Babylonian
captivity.

[Then again Abraham took a wife, and her
name was Keturah (Gen. 25:1).] Keturah was not a wife of Abraham; 
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[Now the sons of Keturah, Abraham’s
concubine: she bare Zimran, and Jokshan, and
Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah (1 Chr.
32).]

like Hagar, she was merely a concubine. 

[And Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaac
(Gen. 25:5).]

All of Abraham’s property went to Isaac, 

the son of Sarah, the status wife. 

[Then Abraham fell upon his face, and
laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born
unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall
Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? (Gen. 17:17)]

Abraham was not so old as the records
indicate, and his wife was much younger. 

These ages were deliberately altered in
order to provide for the subsequent
alleged miraculous birth of Isaac.

93:9.9 The national ego of the Jews
was tremendously depressed by the
Babylonian captivity. In their reaction
against national inferiority they swung to
the other extreme of national and racial
egotism, in which they distorted and
perverted their traditions with the view of
exalting themselves above all races as the
chosen people of God; and hence they
carefully edited all their records for the
purpose of raising Abraham and their
other national leaders high up above all
other persons, not excepting Melchizedek
himself. The Hebrew scribes therefore
destroyed every record of these mo-
mentous times which they could find,
preserving only the narrative of the
meeting of Abraham and Melchizedek
after the battle of Siddim, which they
deemed reflected great honor upon
Abraham.
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[Question: Did the Melchizedek missionaries
spread the teaching of a promised bestowal Son?]

93:9.10 And thus, in losing sight of
Melchizedek, they also lost sight of the
teaching of this emergency Son regarding
the spiritual mission of the promised
bestowal Son; lost sight of the nature of
this mission so fully and completely that
very few of their progeny were able or
willing to recognize and receive Michael
when he appeared on earth and in the
flesh as Machiventa had foretold.

93:9.11 But one of the writers of the
Book of Hebrews understood the mission
of Melchizedek, for it is written: 

[For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of
the most high God, who met Abraham returning
from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him;

“This Melchizedek, priest of the Most
High, 

To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of
all; first being by interpretation King of right-
eousness, and after that also King of Salem, which
is, King of peace;

was also king of peace; 

Without father, without mother, without
descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end
of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth
a priest continually (Heb. 7:1-3).]

without father, without mother, without
pedigree, having neither beginning of
days nor end of life but made like a Son
of God, he abides a priest continually.”

[The relation between Melchizedek and Christ as
type and antitype is made in the Ep. to the Hebrews
to consist in the following particulars. Each was a
priest, (1) not of the Levitical tribe; (2) superior to
Abraham; (3) whose beginning and ending are
unknown; (4) who is not only a priest, but also a
king of righteousness and peace (“Melchizedek,” in
Smith’s DB, p. 1877).]

This writer designated Melchizedek as a
type of the later bestowal of Michael, 

For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of
Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing
concerning priesthood. 

And it is yet far more evident: for that after the
similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another
priest, 

Who is made, not after the law of a carnal
commandment, but after the power of an endless
life. 

For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever
after the order of Melchisedec (Heb. 7:14-17).

affirming that Jesus was “a minister
forever on the order of Melchizedek.”
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[!]

While this comparison was not altogether
fortunate, it was literally true that Christ
did receive provisional title to Urantia
“upon the orders of the twelve Melchi-
edek receivers” on duty at the time of his
world bestowal.

10. PRESENT STATUS OF
MACHIVENTA MELCHI-
ZEDEK

93:10.1 During the years of
Machiventa’s incarnation the Urantia
Melchizedek receivers functioned as
eleven. When Machiventa considered that
his mission as an emergency Son was
finished, he signalized this fact to his
eleven associates, and they immediately
made ready the technique whereby he was
to be released from the flesh and safely
restored to his original Melchizedek
status. And on the third day after his
disappearance from Salem he appeared
among his eleven fellows of the Urantia
assignment and resumed his interrupted
career as one of the planetary receivers of
606 of Satania.

93:10.2 Machiventa terminated his
bestowal as a creature of flesh and blood
just as suddenly and unceremoniously as
he had begun it. Neither his appearance
nor departure were accompanied by any
unusual announcement or demonstration;
neither resurrection roll call nor ending of
planetary dispensation marked his appear-
ance on Urantia; his was an emergency
bestowal. But Machiventa did not end his
sojourn in the flesh of human beings until
he had been duly released by the Father
Melchizedek and had been informed that
his emergency bestowal had received the
approval of the chief executive of
Nebadon, Gabriel of Salvington.
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93:10.3 Machiventa Melchizedek
continued to take a great interest in the
affairs of the descendants of those men
who had believed in his teachings when
he was in the flesh. But the progeny of
Abraham through Isaac as intermarried
with the Kenites were the only line which
long continued to nourish any clear
concept of the Salem teachings.

93:10.4 This same Melchizedek
continued to collaborate throughout the
nineteen succeeding centuries with the
many prophets and seers, thus en-
deavoring to keep alive the truths of
Salem until the fullness of the time for
Michael’s appearance on earth.

93:10.5 Machiventa continued as a
planetary receiver up to the times of the
triumph of Michael on Urantia.

[See 45:4.16.] Subsequently, he was attached to the
Urantia service on Jerusem as one of the
four and twenty directors, 

[This Melchizedek has latterly been

proclaimed vicegerent Planetary Prince of

Urantia with headquarters on Jerusem and

authority to act in behalf of Michael ...

(45:4.16).]

only just recently having been elevated to
the position of personal ambassador on
Jerusem of the Creator Son, bearing the
title Vicegerent Planetary Prince of
Urantia. 

It is our belief that, as long as Urantia
remains an inhabited planet, Machiventa
Melchizedek will not be fully returned to
the duties of his order of sonship but will
remain, speaking in the terms of time,
forever a planetary minister representing
Christ Michael.
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93:10.6 As his was an emergency
bestowal on Urantia, it does not appear
from the records what Machiventa’s
future may be. It may develop that the
Melchizedek corps of Nebadon have
sustained the permanent loss of one of
their number. Recent rulings handed
down from the Most Highs of Edentia,
and later confirmed by the Ancients of
Days of Uversa, strongly suggest that this
bestowal Melchizedek is destined to take
the place of the fallen Planetary Prince,
Caligastia. If our conjectures in this
respect are correct, it is altogether poss-
ible that Machiventa Melchizedek may
again appear in person on Urantia and in
some modified manner resume the role of
the dethroned Planetary Prince, or else
appear on earth to function as vicegerent
Planetary Prince representing Christ
Michael, who now actually holds the title
of Planetary Prince of Urantia. While it is
far from clear to us as to what
Machiventa’s destiny may be, never-
theless, events which have so recently
taken place strongly suggest that the
foregoing conjectures are probably not far
from the truth.

93:10.7 We well understand how, by
his triumph on Urantia, Michael became
the successor of both Caligastia and
Adam; how he became the planetary
Prince of Peace and the second Adam.
And now we behold the conferring upon
this Melchizedek of the title Vicegerent
Planetary Prince of Urantia. Will he also
be constituted Vicegerent Material Son of
Urantia? Or is there a possibility that an
unexpected and unprecedented event is to
take place, the sometime return to the
planet of Adam and Eve or certain of
their progeny as representatives of
Michael with the titles vicegerents of the
second Adam of Urantia?
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93:10.8 And all these speculations
associated with the certainty of future
appearances of both Magisterial and
Trinity Teacher Sons, in conjunction with
the explicit promise of the Creator Son to
return sometime, make Urantia a planet of
future uncertainty and render it one of the
most interesting and intriguing spheres in
all the universe of Nebadon. It is
altogether possible that, in some future
age when Urantia is approaching the era
of light and life, after the affairs of the
Lucifer rebellion and the Caligastia
secession have been finally adjudicated,
we may witness the presence on Urantia,
simultaneously, of Machiventa, Adam,
Eve, and Christ Michael, as well as either
a Magisterial Son or even Trinity Teacher
Sons.

93:10.9 It has long been the opinion of
our order that Machiventa’s presence on
the Jerusem corps of Urantia directors,
the four and twenty counselors, is
sufficient evidence to warrant the belief
that he is destined to follow the mortals
of Urantia on through the universe
scheme of progression and ascension
even to the Paradise Corps of the Finality.
We know that Adam and Eve are thus
destined to accompany their earth fellows
on the Paradise adventure when Urantia
has become settled in light and life.

93:10.10 Less than a thousand years ago
this same Machiventa Melchizedek, the
onetime sage of Salem, was invisibly
present on Urantia for a period of one
hundred years, acting as resident
governor general of the planet; and if the
present system of directing planetary
affairs should continue, he will be due to
return in the same capacity in a little over
one thousand years.
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93:10.11 This is the story of Machi-
venta Melchizedek, one of the most
unique of all characters ever to become
connected with the history of Urantia and
a personality who may be destined to play
an important role in the future experience
of your irregular and unusual world. 

93:10.12 [Presented by a Melchizedek
of Nebadon.]
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1. The Ovid of recorded history was a Roman poet, living during the reign of Augustus, and a contemporary of
Virgil and Horace. Sumner & Keller mention Ovid in The Science of Society, Vol. II, p. 877.

2. Contrast: Abraham and his brother left Ur because of the establishment of sun worship, and they became believers

in Melchizedek's teaching of El Elyon—the Most High God. Theirs was a composite concept of God, consisting in a

blending of their older Mesopotamian ideas and the Most High doctrine (142:3.4).

3. This very position [in Hebron], so different from the mountain-fastness of Ai, marks the change in the numbers
and powers of his tribe (“Abraham,” in Smith’s DB, p. 14).

4. From “Melchizedek,” in Smith’s DB, p. 1876:

The faith of early ages ventured to invest his person with superstitious awe. Perhaps it would be too much to
ascribe to mere national jealousy the fact that Jewish tradition ... pronounces Melchizedek to be a survivor of the
Deluge, the patriarch Shem, authorized by the superior dignity of old age to bless even the father of the faithful, and
entitled, as the paramount lord of Canaan ... to convey (xiv. 19) his right to Abram.... [This supposition] was
afterwards embraced by Luther and Melanchthon, by our own countrymen, H. Broughton, Selden, Lightfoot ...,
Jackson ..., and by many others. It should be noted that this supposition does not appear in the Targum of Onkelos,—
a presumption that it was not received by the Jews till after the Christian era—nor has it found favor with the Fathers. 

Equally old, perhaps, but less widely diffused, is the supposition, not unknown to Augustine ..., and ascribed by
Jerome ... to Origen and Didymus, that Melchizedek was an angel. 

The Fathers of the fourth and fifth centuries record with reprobation the tenet of the Melchizedekians that he was a
Power, Virtue, or Influence of God ... superior to Christ ..., and the not less daring conjecture of Hieracas and his
followers that Melchizedek was the Holy Ghost ... 

Epiphanius also mentions ... some members of the church as holding the erroneous opinion that Melchizedek was the
Son of God appearing in human form, an opinion which St. Ambrose ... seems willing to receive, and which has been
adopted by many modern critics. 

Similar to this was a Jewish opinion that he was the Messiah ... Modern writers have added to these conjectures that
he may have been Ham ..., or a descendant of Japhet ..., or of Shem ..., or even Enoch ..., or Job ... All these opinions
are unauthorized additions to Holy Scripture—many of them seem to be irreconcilable with it. 

It is an essential part of the Apostle’s argument (Heb. vii. 6) that Melchizedek is “without father,” and that his
“pedigree is not counted from the sons of Levi:” so that neither their ancestor Shem, nor any other son of Noah can
be identified with Melchizedek; and again, the statements that he fulfilled on earth the offices of Priest and King and
that he was “made like unto the son of God” would hardly have been predicated of a Divine Person. The way in
which he is mentioned in Genesis would rather lead to the immediate inference that Melchizedek was of one blood
with the children of Ham, among whom he lived, chief (like the King of Sodom) of a settled Canaanitish tribe.
Perhaps it is not too much to infer from the silence of Philo ... and Onkelos ... as to any other opinion, that they held
this. It was certainly the opinion of Josephus ..., of most of the early Fathers ..., of Theodoret ..., and Epiphanius ...,
and is now generally received ... And as Balaam was a prophet, so Melchizedek was a priest among the corrupted
heathen ..., not self-appointed ... but constituted by a special gift from God, and recognized as such by Him. 
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